
HOW TO START
AN ABUNDANT
HERB & VEGGIE

GARDEN FOR
UNDER $100

Think about scale

Gardening can be costly. But it doesn't have to be.
You can get going on a low budget. All you need is a little
creativity and a little thought. 

Start with planning before you do anything - it will pay off.

SAVE $$$ BY PLANNING

Think about value

Think about taste

You may have big visions but please…work up to them. It’s
okay if you start with a few pots of herbs on the balcony or
by the back door. Don't be that person with a half dug up
backyard, a pile of timber for an unbuilt trellis and a
mound of unused paving tiles. That’s how you waste
money.

Some plants give a higher return than others, such as
herbs, greens and lettuce. They're also expensive to buy,
they’re quick to grow and people eat them often. Growing
these organically is a big saving. Carrots? They're cheap
and take ages to grow. So think about the money-saving
side of what you grow.

It sounds obvious but there’s no point planting something
because you got it cheap or you liked the picture on the
seed label. Choose varieties because you like eating them
or you won’t use your harvest. Save the exotic experiments
for later, when you’ve got the hang of home growing.

Now you know what you’d like to grow. You’re
ready to start small and choose the right
varieties. It’s time to think about your supplies.



CHECK OUT GARAGE SALES

Have you checked out the price of
new earthenware or clay pots
lately? They’re expensive!
Go to garage sales instead. People
downsize and no longer want
their rakes, shovels and
wheelbarrows. Or the hassle of
moving heavy pots full of soil. You
often find plastic pots too. Lots
and lots of them.

Cost: New spade $25-50, new
16”/40cm pots $30-45. 2nd hand -
$5 each?

GET INVENTIVE WITH POTS

Who says you have to grow in a
‘proper’ pot? You can use recycled
containers. Herbs look cute in
china cups, you can grow lettuces
in plastic containers and greens in
cans. We’re a throwaway society.
Turn that into your money-saving
gain.
 
Cost: Nothing

SKIP THE GARDEN BEDS

Ready-made garden beds aren't
cheap. Try doing this:
·         Build your own from recycled
material. You can often get
packing crates for no or low cost.
·         Don’t build one at all. Just
prepare a garden bed in the
ground and be prepared to keep
the grass out.
·         Or use some edging. Money-
saving tip – ring around a few
wholesale suppliers and ask for
off-cuts, it’s much cheaper than
buying a roll from the hardware
store.
 
Cost: Flat-pack garden bed: $150,
plus soil $50. Dig your own? Zero
to $20 for edging.

DIG YOUR BALCONY

Apartment dwellers will need to
buy their own soil. The good news
– you can save money on pots and
plants, so your $100 will easily
stretch to soil. Here’s a tip: buy
good quality potting mix that
contains fertiliser and water-
saving granules. It will save you
money because you’ll raise
healthy plants.
 
Cost: Approx $30 for 2 cubic feet
($16 for 50L in Australia). This will
fill 2 large pots: 16’x14” or 40x35cm

HOW TO GET STARTED
Your plants have to grow somewhere. If you have a balcony,
that means pots. If you’re using the backyard, you’ll need
equipment. Then you need to plant something. Here’s how
to get it all on a budget.



NOW YOU
NEED
PLANTS

HERE’S HOW TO GET PLANTS
CHEAPLY, OR FOR FREE.

GET TO KNOW THE NEIGHBOURS

Look around you. There are plenty of
plants in your neighbourhood and you
may be able to get seeds or cuttings
from them. Just go for a walk and check
out your local gardens (and gardeners).
If you live in the middle of a city, there
are bound to be local cafes and shops
that have window boxes or planters
outside the premises. All you have to do
is say hello, strike up a conversation and
ask if you can take a cutting, collect
some seeds or dig up an unwanted
seedling. Gardeners are generous
people and it’s a great way to
connected with your neighbours.
 
Word of warning: Don’t take cuttings
from public parks. This is a no no!
 
Cost: Nothing except smiles 

You will find interesting and unusual
heirloom vegetables and learn what
grows well in your area.You don’t have
to become a member of a group if you
don’t want to – just search Facebook for
local plant swappers. And if you don’t
have a group near you, you can always
start one!

Cost: Nothing or a few $ for
membership

JOIN A GARDEN GROUP

This is the best way to get hold of free
plants. You can join plant swappers,
seed savers and gardeners who are on
the look out for like-minded people to
share with. 

PLANT FROM SEED 

It’s much cheaper to raise plants from
seeds. You will need to learn some skills
to get a good survival rate, but it will pay
off for the rest of your gardening life.
 
Cost: 50 seeds $4 approx. Established
plant: $6-10

BUY PUNNETS 

Punnets/seed cells are groups of around
6 small plants that are still in the
seedling stage. They’ll cost you around
$4.00 and are usually at least 50% less
than buying a single, well-established
plant. Which means you get more
plants at lower cost. You can often find
mixed punnets – Asian greens, mixed
lettuce, several tomato varieties. And if
you can’t find mixed ones – just split
your punnets with a neighbour and
halve the cost.
 
Cost: Punnets: $3-4 for 6 seedlings.
Established plant: $6-10
 



MAKE YOUR
OWN...
HERE ARE A FEW MORE SAVINGS 

FORAGE FOR MULCH

Mulch is made from straw or dry
plant material. You should always
tuck some around your plants
because it regulates soil
temperature and saves water. You
can make your own mulch by
gathering fallen leaves, old plant
material or lawn clippings. Word
of warning – don’t use green lawn
clippings because they strip
nitrogen from the soil as they
decompose. Pine needles and
eucalyptus leaves aren’t a good
choice either.
 
Cost: $6 for a coco peat brick, $14
for small sugarcane/straw bale.
Foraged: Nothing

FEED YOUR PLANTS

Your plants will get hungry. ‘Feed
me!’ they will cry. You can buy a
tiny, and expensive, bottle of plant
food, or you can do this:

MAKE YOUR COMPOST

Make your own compost from
vegetable scraps, prunings, lawn
clippings and discarded plant
material. You can build a cheap, or
free, compost bin from packing
crates..

Apartment dwellers: you can buy
an kitchen bench composter. They
cost about $45 up front but they
will save money in the long run. 

YOU'RE 
READY!
These tips will save you
money and connect you with
the big-hearted gardening
community. 

HAVE FUN!


